3 Minute Rites of Passage
Mira Reisberg’s Art, Environment, and Culture Class
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When ARTE 583 Art. Environment, and Culture chose to participate with Gabnel Bizen
Akagawa about the “natural” worlds of DeKalb, we decded to create installations and
videos about corn: cormn myths, history, folidore, horror films (Children of the Corn), ethanol
and its hedden socallernaronmental costs, com syrup etc. We were going 10 use can and
bottle labels to show the degree of hidden comn syrup. which has been a major contnbutor
to Amencan obesity We had many wonderful plans, but then the shootings happened on
the NI campus and everything changed.

We decded we needed to address what had happened in our local emaronment, unnatural
as it was. We spoke about guns and gun control, we wondered about what lands of
guidance young people get to nawgate into the teenage years and the young adulthood
(the profile of all the primanly white, male hagh school and unversity shooters). We did
research on rites of passage and discovered that most US. lads don't get much assistance

in navigating this tncky terran followng childhood - gudance seemed to be mostly about
what products 1o buy in order 1o be cool and fit in. We found that many indigenous
people linked this important time of transition, this rite of passage, to nature and a sense of
responsabidity/connection to ther communibes, Ve wondered where nature and the sacred
had gone in our own lives and in the lives of our young people. Someone mentioned

that the shootings only tock three minutes and yet these three menutes were crtical - he
suggested making a senes of three-minute films. We talked about slowing down and being
in nature, spending three minutes just being and expenencing a natural place. Each of us
committed to make a three-manute wvideo reflection in a local emaronment.

We also discussed the shootings in terms of random acts of wolence. and deoded we
wanted to counter this with random acts of londness. Someone else took the lead and
invited her high school art students to malke acts of kindness cards promoting caring
toward people and the ermvronment 1o give out at the exhibibon, Her students were very
excited about the project and made many cards. Other art teachers in the class also joined
in with their students. Finally, after discussion with Gabe, we decided to have a two toned )
blackboard to represent hopes and realizations. One side would be what we hoped for, foll o
example, opportundies for kids to spend more time in nature and receve more guidance ...'. |
in navigating life in harmony with the ervironment and each other: The other side would :
provide examples of where this was actually happening. Everyone in the class brought deas
to the table, partiopating through our readings, discussions, brainstormung, and art making,

Altaelt Museum exhibit responding to NIU ¢
(from exhibit catalog)



