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THERE ARE NO ANTS IN ANTARCTICA

Written and illustrated by Mira Reisberg

There are icebergs, ice floes, and even snow

But still no ants in Antarctica

There are lichens, hair grass, and lots of moss

And still no ants in Antarctica

That is, until…
One day, a little ant smelled something delicious

So being a clever little ant

He climbed inside 

And settled down for some tasty treats [Show ant climbing into an open lunch box with yummy food by the water]
Suddenly WHOOSH!
The lid came down

KABOOSH! KAPOW!

The little ant flipped and flopped [show blackness with eyes bouncing around]
When everything finally stopped moving
The little ant climbed out to find himself

Aboard a big blue boat 

Sailing from San Francisco to McMurdo, Antarctica. [Show ant tumbling onto map]
The boat heaved and hoed through icebergs, ice floes, and snow
Until it went bump… right into Antarctica.
[Illo note: Show ant looking through binoculars seeing whales, penguins, and six kinds of seals]
And then suddenly… 
there WAS an ant in Antarctica.

When the ant
Got a chance

He went exploring
Brrrr, it was cold

Brrr, it was windy.
The world was white with waves and ice.
Penguins, whales, and six kinds of seals

Watched and waited with fascination
And although they never spoke

They probably thought, very interesting. [Show whale thinking: Very small; penguins thinking: Very black; seals thinking: Very interesting]
But the little ant was lonely

He had no gang to follow or build nests with

He had no friends to hang with or gather food with

And it was so very, very cold. 
Suddenly, a seal started barking

The boat was leaving

So, the little ant climbed on the seal 
Who took him back to the big blue boat

The little ant climbed aboard and studied the stuff

The scientists had brought back

And marveled at the world

[Close up of ant studying lichen and moss and photos of penguins, whales, and six kinds of seals with STEM thought bubble info about each thing]  
He watched and waved as Antarctica got

Further and further away 

Until they finally got home. [Show map with route with little ant on it]
The little ant became a storyteller 
Telling tales about everything he’d seen
 Until he became quite famous 
Among his ant friends.
And once again, there were no ants in Antarctica 

That is, until . . .
One day, a little ant found herself 
On a big blue plane 
Headed for Antarctica. [Show the Plane saying Antarctic Adventures]

About Antarctica
Antarctica is roughly 5.4 million square miles, twice the size of Australia. 

Because it gets less rain than the Sahara Desert, the Antarctic gets dry. It’s so dry that some of it, like The Dry Valleys in Antarctica, are the driest parts on Earth.

Parts of the Antarctic are windy. Very windy. The Katabatic winds sweep down the slopes and across the vast plains picking up speeds of up to 200mph. 

Antarctica is cold. So cold it’s the coldest place on Earth. The coldest recorded day was in 1983 −128.6 °F; 184.0 K at the Soviet Vostok Station in Antarctica.

Antarctica is barren. Not many things can grow there. About 1000 people live there all year round and 4,000 in summer. 
Around solstice, the days with the longest and shortest amount of sun, mean 24 hours of sun in the cold summer and no sun or natural light at all in the winter. 
Six kinds of seals – Antarctica has six kinds of seals: Leopard, fur, Ross, Weddell, crabeater,  and elephant seals. The smallest seals in Antarctica are Fur Seals with some females weighing only 88lbs. Male elephant seals are the largest weighing up to 8,800 pounds
The Antarctic is an incredibly beautiful, strange, scary and important place holding 70% of the world’s water in the form of ice. All of us have a responsibility to keep the Antarctic the way it is. How do we do this? The most important thing is to fight global warming by using less energy turning lights and computers off, driving less, making less trash, reusing things, planting trees, and gently telling adults to do the same. 
Find out more here:
https://climatekids.nasa.gov/how-to-help/
https://www.climaterealityproject.org/blog/just-kids-what-climate-change-and-what-can-i-do
https://www.natgeokids.com/au/discover/geography/general-geography/what-is-climate-change/
About Ants
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